
Island Graduation a huge success

The weather was unseasonably bright and sunny at the conferring of awards for the Dublin Institute of 
Technology’s (DIT) BA in Visual Art Graduation ceremony which took place on Saturday 6 October on 
Sherkin Island. Family and friends of the 18 graduating students made the trip to the island to celebrate with 
the students and the island community at Sherkin Island Community Hall. Many had travelled from all over 
the West Cork region, including neighbouring islands Heir and Cape Clear, as well as the UK and Scotland.

The graduating students from the BA in Visual Art Programme were conferred with their degrees by Dr. 
Michael Mulvey, Director of Academic Affairs and Registrar, DIT. The event was also attended by various 
local community and governmental representatives, including special guest Dinny McGinley TD, Minister of 
State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
Minister McGinley was very enthusiastic and supportive of the BA in Visual Art Programme and said he 
hoped that “my Department, in conjunction with Cork County Council will, in spite of the economic 
difficulties, continue to support the Programme while the next tranche of students are going through to their 
graduation in 2016.”
He continued, “It is obvious to me that Sherkin may be a small community but you are united in your efforts 
to progress the life of this island culturally, socially and economically – you deserve all the help we can give 
you in these straitened economic times.”
The Minister also warmly acknowledged the efforts to secure continued funding for the Programme by Noel 
Harrington TD who, he said “has been an incessant campaigner; he has approached the local authority and 
with the assistance and goodwill and support of our councillors here we succeeded in addressing this matter 
jointly.”
In his speech, John O’Connor, Dean of College of Arts and Tourism, DIT congratulated all the graduates on 
their academic achievements. He also said “part of the unique nature of this Degree Programme has been 
the diverse backgrounds of the students and it is a tribute to you and your lecturers that each of you has 
found your own form of expression: all different, all valid.”
Also in attendance were Noel Harrington TD; Skibbereen Mayor Cllr Karen Coakley;
Cllr Adrian Healy, representing the Mayor of County Cork; Cllr John O’Sullivan, Chair, Western Division Cork 
County Council and Cllr Declan Hurley.
The graduating students are: Michèle O’Connor Connolly, Jocelyn Florence, Maureen O’Sullivan, 
Ginny Pavry, Claire Lambert, Anna Kirsch, Diarmuid Breen, Paul Austin,
Janet Murran, Gana Roberts, Anne Hartnett, Donagh Carey, Margrit O’Shea, Jane O’Farrell, Chris 
Gaughran, Wendy Miles, Luisa McCarthy and Danny Stewart.

BA Visual Art is a community-based, four year, honours degree visual art Programme. It is fully accredited, 
managed and delivered by the Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) in partnership with Sherkin Island 
Development Society (SIDS). West Cork Arts Centre (WCAC) are also key partners in the planning and 
implementation of the programme. It is supported by funding from the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht and from Cork County Council.
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